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    Mike Rusnak is a local entrepreneur who opened his store and woodshop, with the help of his wife Ellen, and their blended family, nine months ago.  In his spare time Mike works as a Scout Leader.
    The store is called Bois d’Artisan and means Artisan’s Wood in English.  Mike’s business is located at 3096 Oka Road, Ste-Marthe-sur-le-lac, Quebec, J0N 1PO, (450) 472-9914.  His Webpage can be accessed at www.boisdartisan.com, and his Email address is: Michael@Boisdartisan.com.  Please call with any questions or requests.
    Mike’s grandfather was a carpenter, and introduced Mike to working with wood and carpenter’s tools.  Once Mike knew the basics, he developed his own skills, making his work unique.  He hopes to carry on his grandfather’s idea of having local artisans working together.  
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    Mike has used his imagination to create many of the items he sells. He designs a pattern, then keeps it on hand to re-use.  When he moved to the store some of his patterns were inadvertently lost, and he is still re-designing them.  He builds the projects for the Tole Painting (acrylic paint on wood) classes his wife, and two bilingual teachers are running there during the evenings.  A third teacher will be joining them soon.  The next class will start around the end of March, so sign up for it now.  Mike values the teachers, and spoils the students, and is hoping to expand and eventually buy the building.
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    Mike accepts consignment items from other artisans, for example furniture and rocking horses, some stained and some natural pine. He also sells a line of Delta acrylic paints.  Some of Mike’s creations would be a unique idea for a Valentine’s Day gift.  You design it, and he can make it.  He has recently started making small shelves with drawers, and curtain rods with a wooden shelf on top.  These are made upon request as they are larger pieces, taking more time and wood.  Quality can be found here, so stop by and browse!!!
    (This article appeared in the Community Connections February-March 2005 issue (Vol. 6 Issue 1).)

