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Water is the source of life and wine is one of the joys of life! Both are available at Juneau, Julie Lauzon and Bruno Jacques’ store, on Oka Road in Deux-Montagnes.

Julie was a flight attendant for Nationair until it ceased operations in 1993. She always wanted to run her own company and considered a depanneur, until she found out that the Vaporel water store, situated on the corner of Oka Road and 12th Avenue, was for sale. The hours were more appealing than operating a (24-7) depanneur and Julie liked the concept of water and wine. She bought the Vaporel franchise from Denis Arpin in 1994 and kept the name for three years.  However, Julie wanted her own company, therefore she changed the name to Juneau in 1997. In the meantime she went back to Bombardier as a corporate flight attendant for five years, as well as running her new business. This busy lady kept a hectic pace, juggling two jobs and taking care of her daughter, Josiane, born in 1996. Husband Bruno is an entrepreneur with his own contractor business, doing mostly home renovations.

In 2003 Julie moved the store to 1650 Oka Road. “Our distilled water is totally pure H2O, 100% free of all impurities,” boasts Julie Lauzon, “this process also removes any chlorine taste.” The owner explained that the water comes in 4-litre, 11-litre, or 18-litre plastic containers. You can either buy the bottle at the store or bring your own. The first step is to sterilize the bottle, a feature not all water stores have, before you fill it with water. Juneau also has various water coolers for sale. These quality machines are all made in Quebec and the parts are easily replaced if broken. If the customer is approved, Juneau has a 24-month contract available, whereby the customer buys one 18-litre bottle weekly, and consequently doesn’t pay for the water cooler. The owner keeps track with a number system. Another contract Juneau offers is to buy five fill-ups and get the sixth one free.

Unlike the Vaporel franchise, at Juneau people now have the choice to either make wine in-store or at home. Julie offers a choice of many brands of white, red and rose wine kits. An example of white wine is Chardonnay, Cabernet Sauvignon and Liebfraumilch. Chianti and Pinot Noir are some options in red wine. A good rose choice would be Zinfandel Blush. Popular in the summertime are the refreshing fruit wines that resemble coolers. There are many appealing flavors, such as pink grapefruit, green apple, peach and blackberry. 

A 23-litre batch of wine will fill 30 bottles. Prices depend on the brand you make and quantity of water added. It’s very inexpensive when done in a batch. The customer starts the wine process at the store, where there’s always staff to lend a hand, or may opt to do the wine at home. The next step is to return to the store to put in the additives. The final trip to the store is to bottle, cork and label the bottles. Juneau is well organized to facilitate the process. After bottling, one should wait at least three months to open the bottles and preferably six. Coolers, on the other hand, can be consumed right away.

Beer is a small part of the operation. Juneau sells kits to be made at home only, not in-store. There are different types available, i.e. lager, draft, red ale, stout.

Marlene Beaudoin, who is very friendly, worked at Vaporel and stayed with Julie when she bought the store. Nathaly Sicotte joined the business eight years ago. She started part-time but became full-time after the move. Both employees are bilingual and very helpful to the do-it-yourself patrons. Julie Lauzon is very pleased with the loyal customers she has had over the years.

When Julie moved to the new location, she added a gift boutique containing many specialized and decorative items that you don’t see in other stores. She has a display of the Morin Heights line of “Gourmet du Village” products. There is an interesting variety of herbs and spices, hot chocolate, dip recipes, pasta recipes, tapenades, bread-dipping spices and olive oil. You can also get all the specialty dishes (bowls, plates, dip coolers, butter keepers) and napkins, dishtowels and tablecloths. The matching sets make wonderful gift ideas, made easy with available gift bags. For other specialty gifts, there is a wide choice of candles in all colors, shapes and sizes, as well as wine decanters with matching glasses. For tea lovers, you will find a variety of teas, tisanes and teapots.

Julie Lauzon had big news to reveal regarding Juneau. She will be moving her store across the street to 1601 Oka Road. She bought the building and her husband, Bruno, has been hard at work changing the interior. Julie is planning the opening for the end of April or beginning of May, depending on renovations.

Juneau’s store hours are as follows: Monday to Wednesday: 10:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m., Thursday & Friday: 10:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m., Saturday: 9 a.m.–5:00 p.m. and closed on Sunday. You may visit the website at www.jun-eau.com, the email address is: Jun-eau@videotron.ca, and the telephone number is 450-491-7824.

